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WANNEROO SCHOOLS — FACILITIES AND STANDARDS 

Grievance 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo) [9.24 am]: My grievance is directed to the Minister for Education, 

Hon Dr Elizabeth Constable. Firstly, I acknowledge the huge improvement in the facilities and standards of state 

schools in my electorate of Wanneroo over the past few years; firstly, with the previous amalgamation of 

Wanneroo Primary School and the Wanneroo Junior Primary School, which resulted in a brand new campus 

incorporating both schools. Ashdale Secondary College in Darch is another excellent example of the high 

standard of state-of-the-art secondary school facilities that local students are enjoying.  

The minister announced only last week that the new Banksia Grove high school will open in 2015. This will also 

be a modern school with excellent facilities, which will also have a green four-star rating for the comfort of 

teachers and students. The government has also taken a giant leap forward with the installation of air cooling in 

all Wanneroo schools recently. The standard of facilities at most of my local schools has improved 

tremendously, but there are just a couple of schools that lag behind the modern standards enjoyed by the other 

schools. It is these two schools on which I base my concerns today.  

Firstly, the East Wanneroo Primary School has a current enrolment of about 430 students. The school was built 

around 30 years ago and is one of the oldest schools in the area. It still has the old-style tuckshop–canteen and 

there is no purpose-built library or teaching facilities. Open plan classrooms make life quite difficult for the 

students and teachers, given the noise levels and constant distractions. This is one of the buildings that has the 

old concertina doors from the 1970s. East Wanneroo Primary School is situated in an area of Wanneroo that is 

still growing and developing. With some rural areas currently being developed for housing, the school’s most 

pressing need is an upgrade to the expanded library, which is central to our children’s learning. The principal of 

East Wanneroo Primary School, Mr Bill Dawson, has a very dedicated staff and they do a tremendous job under 

trying circumstances.  

The second school I would like to highlight is the Wanneroo Senior High School. Currently the school has 818 

students, and the student numbers are predicted to increase over the next few years to around 1 000, and as that 

part of Wanneroo becomes more urbanised this increase will be even higher after the next couple of years. Let 

me preface my remarks by saying that this school now has a first-class performing arts building, which was 

opened by the minister in 2010. It incorporates a music recording studio, dance studio and refurbished larger 

theatre. Pauline White, the principal, is doing a marvellous job with the students, and I am very impressed with 

her efforts to improve student behaviour and academic achievement. However, a number of the school’s 

facilities are dated and in need of upgrading. The current gymnasium no longer meets the design brief of the 

department, is undersized and does not cater for the indoor sports that our kids do such as basketball; the school 

needs a new sports centre. Again, like East Wanneroo, it has the old-style tuckshop and cannot serve hot food, so 

the school needs a modern canteen. The toilet blocks are very old and in need of replacement, and some of those 

in the back part of the school backing onto the oval really need to be demolished and rebuilt. The current toilets, 

because they are old, are constantly being graffitied and attacked, by not just the students but also people 

walking through the school. The school does not have a lecture theatre, which again does not meet the 

Department of Education’s design brief. Rooms 22 and 27 received some funding in a previous upgrade, as did 

the art and craft rooms, but the funding that came through was slightly insufficient. There are concerns about a 

number of safety issues around design and technology, and equipment needs to be upgraded. The education 

support classroom needs upgrading and refurbishing, along with the school library, and the English, maths, 

science, and technology and enterprise staffrooms. Finally, the school oval needs automated reticulation and 

some work on the bore that services this important sports facility, which is, in part, shared by East Wanneroo 

Primary School.  

I would be pleased if the minister could look into and investigate these very important matters, and would like to 

invite the minister to accompany me on a visit to both schools in the near future so that she can see firsthand the 

needs at both these schools. 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.30 am]: I thank the member for Wanneroo 

for raising these issues. I know that he is a very keen advocate for the schools in his electorate. I have visited 

other schools with him and know of his great interest. The growth in the Wanneroo electorate has been huge. As 

the member has outlined, some new schools have been built and the recently announced Banksia Grove high 

school is expected to service an area with a population that will eventually grow to 12 000 people. That part of 

the metropolitan area is moving ahead very quickly.  

The member will agree with me that the quality of teaching delivered to the children of this state is most 

important. However, I think of second-most importance is the need to ensure that there are good facilities for 

teachers and children to work in. The schools mentioned in the member’s grievance, East Wanneroo Primary 
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School and Wanneroo Senior High School, are excellent schools. The attendance rates at both schools are good 

and East Wanneroo Primary School’s National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy results for 2011 

were excellent. Wanneroo Senior High School has had a 100 per cent graduation rate for the past three years, and 

the number of year 12 students has increased each year. They are very good schools. 

My first visit to Wanneroo Senior High School was many years ago when it was a fairly new school and I was 

working at the University of Western Australia supervising student teachers. At that time, it was considered a 

state-of-the-art school. I have known of the school over many years and of course I visited it recently for the 

opening of the music and drama centre. There is no doubt that consideration must be given to capital works 

funding over the next 10 or 15 years for our older high schools and to that extent I am conducting an audit of 

schools built before 1980. As you know, Mr Speaker, given what is happening in Dongara, our new high schools 

are second to none and we are doing very well, but there is a bit of catch-up work to be done. The Building the 

Education Revolution, or BER program, allowed us to catch up in primary schools, but over the next decade or 

so we have to turn our sights to our older high schools.  

Some money has been spent on the music and drama centre at the Wanneroo Senior High School and more 

recently it has received $5.28 million of state-funded capital works, including additions to student services and 

the English block, as well as upgrades to the science, maths, home economics and gymnasium facilities. 

However, it is an older school and we do not expect older schools to have all the facilities of newer high schools, 

which is something that has concerned me as I have visited many schools around the state. We need to 

progressively upgrade older schools and, as is the case with Wanneroo Senior High School, that type of upgrade 

cannot be done overnight or in one go. Rather, it must be done gradually as part of a program to progressively 

upgrade older high schools, which is what this government is doing. The member listed areas that need work and 

I agree wholeheartedly with him, but that work will form a part of the progressive notion that I have set out. 

Did the member mention a lecture theatre? 

Mr P.T. Miles: Yes. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Lecture theatres have been included in the standard brief for secondary schools only in 

the last 15 years and that is why the school does not have one. Again, that is the sort of thing we need to 

progressively think about as we look at the facilities in our high schools.  

East Wanneroo Primary School is probably one of the few schools in the member’s electorate that I have not 

visited—we have been to quite a few. 

Mr P.T. Miles: Yes, that is correct. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I will certainly take up the member’s invitation to visit the schools. However, given that 

we are almost at the end of term, it would have to be sometime in the second term, but I would be happy to do 

that. 

Mr P.T. Miles: Thank you, minister. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Given the growth in Wanneroo, we also have four or five future primary school sites. 

This is an area that we must keep our eye on.  

The BER building was, I understand, an undercover assembly area with a new canteen. Is that right? 

Mr P.T. Miles: Yes. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I think that solved a problem in the school that people were concerned about. Over the 

past three years, East Wanneroo Primary School has had almost $330 000 spent on repairs and maintenance, 

including the replacement of gas heaters. Funding has been provided to the school. From the descriptions that I 

have read, I believe that it is a typical mid-1970s school in its design. The design of many of those schools holds 

its own today. The building comprises three separate flat-roofed cluster teaching blocks of six classrooms each 

with concertina doors between the classrooms that allow for the type of modern team-teaching that we so often 

see in schools today. 

The school was involved in determining its priorities for the BER projects and chose an undercover assembly 

area and canteen area and an art block, but did not apply for a new library. However, I will be interested to see 

the state of the library when we visit the school. I am told that it is functional but that it is typical of what was 

built in the mid-70s. No surprisingly, East Wanneroo Primary School is not listed for a library upgrade, but the 

school would do well to contact the regional education office to ensure that its library becomes a part of the 

upgrade program. There is always funding in the budget to systematically upgrade libraries. There is a priority 

list but the school needs to be on that list if it wishes to upgrade its library.  

I am told that the classrooms are a benchmark size and, importantly, they have internal access to the wet area, 

which is an important part of modern design. That is very useful for activities outside the regular classroom. 
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Although I am sure the school will be listed for ongoing improvements, as so many of our older schools have 

been, at this point I think it best that we visit the school and then talk some more. 

 


